
Appendix 12-1 Sample Statements and Declarations 
 

 
Sample Statements of Individuals Requesting Permission to Appear Before a 
USCIS Official: 

- Law Student  - Reputable Individual 
- Law Graduate - Accredited Official 

 
 

SAMPLE STATEMENT OF LAW STUDENT REQUESTING  
PERMISSION TO APPEAR BEFORE A USCIS OFFICIAL 

 
I, John Smith, seek permission to appear before Mary Jones, a USCIS official, on 
behalf of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation, as a law student enrolled 
in Anystate Law School, an accredited U.S. law school.   
 
I am appearing at the request of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation.   
 
I am participating under the direct supervision of Sam Samuels, a faculty 
member, Susan Williams, a licensed attorney, or Joe Johnson, a BIA accredited 
representative in a legal aid program or clinic conducted by a law school or non-
profit organization.   
 
I am appearing without direct or indirect remuneration from the individual I seek 
to represent. 
 
 
John Smith     January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
 
I, Mary Jones, the USCIS official before whom John Smith seeks to appear as a 
representative, in the exercise of discretion GRANT the request. 
 
 
Mary Jones      January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
The original of this document is to be maintained by the USCIS official in charge 
of the office in which the request was made, with a copy filed in the record of 
proceeding. 



SAMPLE STATEMENT OF A LAW GRADUATE REQUESTING 
PERMISSION TO APPEAR BEFORE A USCIS OFFICIAL 

 
 

I, John Smith, seek permission to appear before Mary Jones, a USCIS official, on 
behalf of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation, as a graduate of 
Anystate Law School, an accredited U.S. law school, who is not yet admitted to 
the bar.   
 
I received my law degree on June 1, 2011 and will take the bar examination on 
February 21, 2012; or, sat for the bar examination on July 24, 2011 and have not 
yet received my results.   
 
I am appearing at the request of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation.   
 
I am appearing under the supervision of Susan Williams, a licensed attorney, or 
Joe Johnson, an accredited representative. I am appearing without direct or 
indirect remuneration from the individual I seek to represent. 
 
 
John Smith     January 1, 2012 
 
______________________________  ___________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 
I, Mary Jones, the USCIS official before whom John Smith seeks to appear as a 
representative, in the exercise of discretion GRANT the request. 
 
 
Mary Jones      January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
 
The original of this document is to be maintained by the USCIS official in charge 
of the office in which the request was made, with a copy filed in the record of 
proceeding. 
 



 SAMPLE DECLARATION OF A REPUTABLE INDIVIDUAL REQUESTING  
PERMISSION TO APPEAR BEFORE A USCIS OFFICIAL 

 
 
I, John Smith, seek permission to appear before Mary Jones, a USCIS official, on 
behalf of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation, as a reputable individual 
of good moral character, as defined in 8 CFR 292.1(3).   
 
I am appearing on an individual case basis at the request of Jane Doe, a person 
entitled to representation.  I am appearing without direct or indirect 
remuneration.  I have a pre-existing relationship with Jane Doe as a relative, 
neighbor, clergyman, business associate, and/or personal friend.   
 
I am not regularly engaged in immigration and naturalization practice or 
preparation, nor do I hold myself out to the public as qualified to do so. 
 
I declare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of 
America, that this statement is all true and correct. 
 
John Smith     January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
 
I, Mary Jones, the USCIS official before whom John Smith seeks to appear as a 
representative, in the exercise of discretion GRANT the request 
 
 
Mary Jones      January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
 
The original of this document is to be maintained by the USCIS official in charge 
of the office in which the request was made, with a copy filed in the record of 
proceeding. 
 



SAMPLE STATEMENT OF AN ACCREDITED OFFICIAL REQUESTING  
PERMISSION TO APPEAR BEFORE A USCIS OFFICIAL 

 
 

I, John Smith, seek permission to appear before Mary Jones, a USCIS official, on 
behalf of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation, as an accredited official 
of the Nowhereland government to which Jane Doe owes allegiance.   
 
I am not regularly engaged in immigration and naturalization practice or 
preparation, nor do I hold myself out to the public as qualified to do so. 
 
I am appearing with the consent of Jane Doe, a person entitled to representation. 
 
 
John Smith     January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
 
I, Mary Jones, the USCIS official before whom John Smith seeks to appear as a 
representative, in the exercise of discretion GRANT the request. 
 
 
Mary Jones      January 1, 2012 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature                                                             Date 
 
 
The original of this document is to be maintained by the USCIS official in charge 
of the office in which the request was made, with a copy filed in the record of 
proceeding. 
 


